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A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ELECTORAL CODE OF CONDUCT
FOR POLITICAL PARTIES

Bearing in mind that lessons drawn from preveious
elections necessitate the promulgation of detaild code
of conduct for political parties, candidates, members
and supporters of political parties to ensure that
subsequent elections are guided by ethical rules of
conduct and that they are transparent, free, legitimate,
fair, peaceful, democratic and acceptable by the people.

Recognizing and accepting the benefit of reinforcing
and continuing the role of the people as a source of
state authority, its ownership and control thereof for
which the Ethiopian people have been struggiling
throughout their long history, and also recognizing the
benefit of the implementation of human and democratic
rights in their totality in our country to foster a culture
of civilized and peaceful struggle and completion.

Recognizing that the Election Board, the mass media
and the justice institutions should be independent and
impartial from any political party in their activities;
recognizing also that the National Defense Forces are
made to discharge their responsibilities based on the
constitution without any influence from the political
parties;
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AG  AWCEFD e AT FPOT FUCT NHY APE
At Qawgar bR i@ et e ehthnhg
ACI%E AdwAL ?TRATA ANSC dHCIT NTNEAT:

LUTT  APE 1AL ATRLD PIRATA AWt
aiCcot ATR09° NP LLED. e nth  JUHPT e
ghe (T TBRIT  AATNS  AOINFOT (90X
oRY19 WetE MU0 ab P LAD- auPrT (197 THAL

eonth  JCEPT aé LR (eowag  +apeto-
P HATEAFDT (G0 APE LLE 1P0LI T PATFDY

Recognizing that political parties should help the
realization of the vow which the three branchs of the
state have made to be transparent, credible and

accountable;

Cognizant of the necessity to promote tolerance in a
democratic process, and of the importance to conduct
free political campaign and promote public dialogue
during the electoral process;

Realizing the importance of working together on
matters where the parties have common stand and to
conduct a civilized and peaceful struggle on issues
where they differ with firm readiness to accept the
process and outcome of a legally conducted election as
an expression of the will of the people; cognizant also
of the need to create an environment where political
parties can discharge their responsibilities in a spirit
that is free of hatred and suspicion;

Underscoring the need to enable political parties to
play a vital role in strengthening multi-party
democracy and democratic culture in good faith,
tolerance and through the principle of compromise;

Emphasizing the necessity to reiterate that any attempt
to stay in power against the will of the people or any
local or external activity aimed at taking political
power through any means other than those provided by
the constitution are not acceptabl;

Cognizant of the need to create an environment that
would enable the political parties to collectively stand
for the implementation of this proclamation which
contributes to the freedom of the press, human rights,
democracy, rule of law and the over all development of
peoples;

Cognizant of the need to strengthen the procedures
which ensure fair and impartial utilization by all parties
of resources, property and services in organs of
Regional governemts which can be of use for election
pUrposes;
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7/

3. eI THT an?
&V APE : -

Considering the responsibility of political parties to
ensure that exercise of the right to elect and be elected
of any Ethiopian is not impeded by any influence or
obstacle;

Cognizant of the responsibility of political parties to
conduct successive education and training; create
awareness and support others who conduct education
on this proclamation;

Realizing the importance of laying down procedures to
investigate and subsequently rectify grievances
submitted by political parties regarding election
officials or their procedures or other relevant matters;

Cognizant of the need to lay down procedures for the
implementation of this proclamation as well as for the
establishment of Joint Council of political parties and
determine their powers and responsibilities:

Convinced of the necessity to issue a proclamation
which reflects the principle which are internationally
recognized adopted to concret situation in Ethiopia and
agreed upon by political parties:

Now, therefore, in accordance with Art 55(1) of the
constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

SECTION ONE
GENERAL
1 Short Title
This proclamation may be cited as proclamation on
the AEl ector al Code of
no ----- / 20090
2 Definition

In this proclamation, unless the context requires
otherwise;

1. ABoar do shall

Board of Ethiopia.

me an



gA 4Ll 1 D6 PR kT PP Federal Negarit Gazeta
1/ Q°FFo ¢7ath JCE P94 hew 2. AiEl ection officialo
T0884F hG Jnth JCHPTF PEHE person including the Board established to
70C: TI%T 0P TPGTET AG conduct election at all levels.
2/ QTnTo® e7nth JCE i DALE
AGE ANAT OhA AG +m: , _

AL AT LUS A 3. AJmti council o shall
political parties established at all levels in
accordance with Article 21 of this

4. 22 MIAR proclamation.
NHY APE oaT MO8 23 11110 ¢ (WvHT9°
£ entn: 4, AiPolitical party or
mean a legally registered social entity formed
by a group of persons with the purpose to
seize political power through democratic
election at the national or regional political
hed phF activities by developing a program that
¢ 9em, 7 9MaC £ 91 PF reflects its own political beliefs and
objectives.
5 v
1/ Qe®sna 7C+  eghed. ACEF P owwe 5. iCandi dateodo shall m ¢
agpt Yot Ottt dmUPT AR independently or by a political party to

RAWLIH\: compete for election.

v/ g 9T, HOFO Ko

aaZnth  JCEPT Z00PTFC AdAa®PT

avs e+TA  WE  ANTFOT ¢ Ay 6. iPolling stationo s

22“”""} AR Ptonst @Az ALLCH levels for registration of voters, casting and
A/ owe o Q19udE P4 omee AP counting of votes.

1M1 PA §CYTT LA TOATET LATE
@oed® hr 19 QU e &9% gnimt
(Ut

T @

2/ vt enth JCEPTF NPT ANG AP tam.:

v/ ? g 57 o PP T
AT4NnNgF
A/ 9T Pan@- YU 19 AG +P0LYF

PAD @AYy a®)\B, T ATRIOP:

01 9™ac

A/ P9eks UVHN @Az Quid® ?taNd
KT E
af\ it hOANTFo: :

3/ h9rem YLt oC NFPPH TRFOP  1SeF
vt e20th  JCEPTF v APE OC
O+ Wk ol da AAOTFO:

6  AAPE 1L OA a7

1/ “pFo® eIt JCE 029 PN Oem

TM884 -

v/  QHY  fAaT9mAac
asypa b ANt
g, PEL BALPET ha®F AG hNAR
LVUTT  PATIMAC  APE AT8LTM
®CaR ACIE awh AANT:
RICtD PALPTT haPTS

APS 1 HR

0/

d/ AOAF

7 fiPersonodo shall

person.

me

3 Scope of Application

This proclamation shall be applicable to;
1. Any political party, independent candidate,

alliances, coalition of parties, fronts and
movements.

2. Any leader, official, candidates, member,
agent or representative of a political party.

4 Gender Reference
Provisions of this proclamation set out in the
masculine gender shall also apply to the feminine
gender
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eUTT AP il +aac SECION TWO
AT8LLZIE  RILPHEI ?t+hana PROVISIONS OF ELECTORAL CODE OF
LCLAF homa® h78Balt PR LCA CONDUCT
A0 PAFDT  ACTEPT  own g
AAQt 5. Principle
a/ ey hPE +raA O0H 047 UATT 1. The legitimacy of a government elected through
eHo1Y AlvR> AP0 P& P TNTFr a democratic multiparty election shall rest on
a(fE7 AAAINN Rk € ANTI™ : the following principles;
2/ o e70Nth  JCt awi ¢ Zhth
JCt® pa4: kT ANAT ogye (a) Ability of voters to make an informed
Lo4PF: - decision based on the information they
v/ U7 POTIMNC APE ATALhAK- obtain during the electoral campaign
TRL AN regarding the polices of political parties and
A/ 2U APE ATShOC ANST AhdA character of candidates,
ACIBPTT v aWAL AANT=
(b) The ability of voters to vote freely, without
7 UA%_04 Th0C any interference, fear, undue influence or
TFoe e Zaqth JCE eV PITR A1 MINC bribery.
APSE  P9Tem, YT Rl AT aw g ThC
AANQ:
2. All parties, shall in good faith ensure that
8 QA T HaF hhig

(a) Principles of electoral code of conduct are
respected

(b) Elections are accepted as expressions of the
free and legitimate decision of voters.

(c) The decision of the electorate will be
respected by all.

3. In any matter relating to the election process,
parties shall conduct their activities in
conformity with the provisions of this
proclamation.

6. Compliance with the Proclamation
1. Every political party or independent candidate:

(a) Shall comply with this Proclamation in its

activities
(b) Shall take decisive measures to ensure that
its leaders, officials, candidates and

members do not infringe this Proclamation

(C) Shall take all appropriate measures
prohibiting party officials, candidates and
members from undertaking any activity in
contravention of this Proclamation; and
restrain supporters from getting involved in
activities that are prohibited by this
Proclamation
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AAGT  ANAAPT O PAIC FHG (d) Shall not abuse the right to complain
AATR AACT h7828C M ORP through false, frivolous or vexatious
00N (T FO9° avp & TRG G complaints about the violation of this
w/  RFOP Ao (AFF P IAth JCEPT Proclamation.
eZ0th  oe Ad& AT8RATE 2. The leader of every political party shall ensure
TnAnA: that officials, candidate, members and
4/ RILPE OHY h&d e-thank supporters
THTOYI AT W74 T TP L (a) Observe this Proclamation; and
eANTI™ :
(b) Take all other necessary measures to
9. haftem yet ensure  compliance  with  this
aREDIe ¢ Jnth TGk - proclamation.
1/ ngeem htd g o®T oC Naora(C: -
7. Observance of théaw

v/ Lg% Lot Y&k OATR AS Every Political party shall adhere to this

A0 CFNGO) VT TET T proclamation, election laws, rules and regulations.
A/ awgHR PAF@Y oy oot

NTR LG P4 THFMF  up IPTF  N04F

196 @MYR QUT oMt 06 | g campaign management

WAL RCT 1. Every Political party shall;
et AN : (a) Respect the right and freedom of all

2/ ne&gm emem oAt (&t (RFR o other parties to campaign, and to
0ATT  neFR amem oAt (FA PITR disseminate their political ideas and
:2?;‘_’?’% 0rIS  LUTIT TROTT principles without fear;

3/ 0T I PATOY  JHOPTF RS (b) Conduct itself in a manner that respects
SAGPE ThOC KT hI0C hAHs the rights of other parties, and respect

4/ €&7B AQAE - TR T “hace the rights of voters and other members
ATAROC M Aa0T of the community;

5/ L% oamery, NPT NPLA NIBATC OLRI°
aaA AmEFoP  yror e Q9P (c) Respect the freedom of the media;
ATt areaden AN

o/ igi:g;; m%::m:i.z : c\(‘lfmwmhgﬁ? (d) Strive t_o ensure tha_t the electorate_ is
DRI ¢ 0IB Pav. ULHT TWh @eIS AP app_r(_)prlately _accessmle tp competing
T P AN pol_ltlcal _part!es, by using all the

7/ 989 AAMM: TNTLE WIRTRUT A offices at its disposal.

Puat o®E ahmt AN
(e) Seek to ensure that eligible voters
10 SIYES 19 PICA Omk?  OAROA wishing to participate in political
activities have freedom to do so.

1/ “mFo® e 7nth JCt Qvnnto- yoP
A eHeo1alr 09T Omb a1
AAN 2. A political party may not;

2/ TREFOIP  PoF PLAD ANA PLID (@) Harass or obstruct private or
Arnhta- o4 IhC (F @290 ANCHE Government  journalists who are
oeP° AGCE (W NF LA AN engaged in their professional activities,

3/ RO enth JCE 0P haw (VY disrupt, destroy or frustrate the
aw/ it Lo ®Ay et AATT A campaign efforts of any other party;
Ad PamD%7 PoREA @A  aup(lh AS
TR TRED hANE: : (b) Prevent the distribution of handbills

1 ATCm HatF 73 AL AATIA PEIL LHF and leaflets, and the display of posters,

1/ 9h§o ¢ 7nth JCH: -

v/ PIY.a HOOF@Y (L LLPS ALNYLE
AAMINE PI%a HaoFi ALIB AT
APM- AS ALVZ IT 1Lt AATRY S
PG ANBe AQTPOA NTRLCD AWy

of other parties and candidates;

(c) Deface destroy, abscure from view or
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aPy A0t make illegible in any other way the
a/ hermpOt  pAdt e hao- hc oC posters of other parties and candidates;
Otavimhy 2% avibadh AANT:=
2/ TFOP HHAE PLIF AAE AL T9°C
PoRLCA qw: - (d) Prevent or in any way hamper any
v/ 1t SOk O AP ATé other party from holding rallies,
79C Th@ & hAOF= meetings, marches or demonstrations;
A/ OTFOP g\ (AANT 0L (RTF
AL AO®  PIPAMHST  O2F P IRTC
7C Tha & Aot (e) Seek to prevent any person from
3/ hmFof ernth JCE 0490 U NNOE attending the political rallies of another
Al PUPAPA  @RI® PIRNLLE PETR party, or
SHT PA® (g6 @LbF:  PHG IRk
oeg  ZRHC AR @R TN () Permit supporters to do anything
e AT prohibited by this section.
4/ QU e+L111® AIL+tMNP UT NGO
Aha e nth JCEPT 0RP han
TOLLSPT T, Haw OPF (TR LCHF
TUNC TNIEF 66T TRLO AN : 9. The election process
12 aaganfF Every political party shall,
aREDI° ¢ TNt TGk ;- 1. Co-operate with election officials in order to
1/ eaNST JCHEPTFT ACOT @9 ? 9Cm Fuh-t ensure
aip &t ORI° Ahatife arrebg™: a.  Peaceful and orderly polling, and
2/ e0F JCEPT P70 @RI P9 b.  free and fair election for voters without
®ARA oNLPT TNAQTT T4 ORIP being subjected to any annoyance or
3/ LO&PE (HY h&a P+haha T3P obstructions;
1A0C h74%4.6 a0 g% PL: :
AN :
2. Ensure the safety and security of electoral
13 AATNLLLTE KRG Ko AAdhPh officials before, during and after the polls.

TFOP ¢ Jnth TG -
1/ "RG0 he1t  Thélet
?+haha a7 Aeae -
U/ ICtm PA4PTFT hemw 10884 PF
AQAT  AG  LIAPTF THTOIP a@-
N T 1LHh  Néiet r7TLANNVTFO-
N0é ?ohaht owy pPF oway:

0/ hapy  @R9°  ho®T  LTRIAA
LCLT (ovPmge oo

h/ NPALPE O(ha®F: OhO0AE @Y
NLILPE  LoROav ADPFG  @Lovpf
oeg® LYUNN QA PIRGTE  LCLPTF
o9 OLTHY PRI HFPF (avPmge
TR A E

ogg®  @hq

a/ AT APTFT hG  JCEPTY  ooTg
? 7 FFD- PP ThOC:

AGQT: :

2/ “BFo®  ernth  JCt oW ¢ IGto-
DALPTFT ha®Ti hQAT  AS  LILPT
THEDF QUAP @ORI®  HaEP P MmC
PP L Jnth PLYe aAET
ANANPF:  eh9Cc THPT  @ege QAR

AAET SHT A7820mm- TNHTL AAQT : :

3. Respect and co-operate with accredited
election observers and officials.

4. Maintain and aid
secrecy of the voting.

5. Not procure vote through forcible
occupation of polling stations or through
illegal activities in the polling stations.

in  maintaining the

6. Not interfere unjustifiably or in bad faith,
disrupt or intervene with the duties of
election officials, in the process of casting
or counting of votes.

7. Not disseminate false information to voters
regarding the secrecy of the voting process.
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3/ THRTOP e Nt JCH: - 10.  Accepting the outcome of a free and fair
v/ fICHODY T1he ATAeTF @ege election

POALYET  ATEDO1T A QTRToP 1. Every political party shall accept the outcome

Puoht @eg® Phaw ATPOAPN dNTE of an election that has been certified by the

ORI° A7 8LLT ampLl ¢ ANTI™: appropriate authorities.

A/ QUuHQ @ a9aaN TNt AR
®eusk  h18eLCA CTFAMYT Ut 2. Every party shall submit grievances only to
1R ahAhd AAQ0F: the joint council, the Board or to the courts of
b/ RILPE  OHY  h&d LI law.

TEFOT® hAhAPT h7T84800 agpl

PANTS : 3. Every political party or candidate shall accept
and comply with the final decisions of organs
that are authorized by law to render final
decisions

14 QAT PARTIAN A0 SRTPP 11. Content of compaign speech
1/ 9TFoe ¢ 7nth JC+: -
U/ PA@T LAATY PALYTTS PTAP OLA 1. Every political party shall;

oege +86F LONLC Tak AZith (@) Organize and conduct its election

A7k AoqmbgC oRAP  TPplATEE campaign in a manner that contributes

PTG Biogw__yror  A47C toward a congenial and peaceful

a9 atmosphere during the campaign, polling,

A/ RERLHN TN TTT PhAN U192t R counting, and post-election period; and

ehtol THOE (T 090 AA PUTHA

UFT  O9C® U DHepLd Ay (b) Act with a sense of responsibility and

OG> AJTB, POPA GAT] aTb g™ dignity befitting its status.

AN :

2/ OHY h&A oAt “QATE AR oot O 2. Every speaker at political rallies shall retrain
S TNE P@ASE  PHIRGE L a0t from
PZ0N: AN SR 2R P OFRLR (@ Making inflammatory, or defamatory
oI ATHKP oRg°  QVAP AT} statements
et . o .

(b) Threatening or inciting violence in any
55 QA ohS 4a0C form against any person or groups.
TFme P 70th JCE: -

1. 220 Nomdd® @RI C17HA® Ui AA 3. A political party may not issue or distribute
hR1T @RAP Nonmt e VHO AATL either officially or anonymously, pamphlets,
ZE;EK, n:m;gwm;%iﬂh dq:‘:ﬁ"%: 9 Ji’ﬁ newsl.etters or posters cor?tai_ning !anguage or
Ty o material that threatens or incites violence.

2. 2N (ampd® @R CITHA® VI M
ARI A aRAP Nohait APT hew TOS8S 4. Without prejudice to other laws no one shall
U@ ATRPCH  ORI° ATARLPCH  DLP exert pressure on political parties or
DA 04467 FFO- m'o’*m‘f“ DRI Nhe candidates based on their speech during the
+T88ST T AT8RLDM TRL .

3. apEoe  ope pAL ORI L aBANT election campagn.
wets nwgo 0 (Wit k9
A0 AT £O§ @RI ACSHF Oewmd® | 12, Symbols
hes t08467  ChhPoP oL "M‘;T‘ A political party may not

?M;I;‘I;iﬂ.z:?’?‘ﬁ? PINFPOP 6 Q0 TR PE (@) Imitate the emblem or election symbol of

o another party;
16 MR AVF+ QA _oFaC

1/9nFo® e70th JCt WAt JCEPTF oC
PR, ATTF LPC aPaPn AN

2/09Cs vr  FLI11@ ALt US
N9C™, HaoF P+ AS N“KFOP LHL ¢

(b) Steal, disfigure or destroy political or
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campaign materials of another party; or

(©

Permit its supporters to do anything
prohibited by this section

13. Intimidation and instigation of violence

1. Every npolitical party shall accept that
intimidation, or harass in any form, is
unacceptable, and shall

(a) Issue directives expressly forbidding its
officials, candidates, members and
supporters any act to intimidate any
person at any time;

(b)  Stand against act that incites violence

and promote this stance;

(c) Campaign against violence or threats of
violence, and against any acts of
vandalism or public disorder committed
or threatened by their officials,
candidates, members or supporters; and

(d) Respect the rights and propriety
interests of other persons and parties.

2. The leader of any political party shall instruct
the partyés officia
supporters that any weapon of including any
traditional weapon, shall not be brought to
any political rally, meeting, march or
demonstration.

3. Apolitical party shall :
(a) Not be engaged in or permit any kind of
violent activity to demonstrate party
strength or to prove supremacy;

(b) Seek to prevent damage to any public or
private property; or

(©

Not allow its supporters to do anything
prohibited by this section

14. Abuse of power
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1. A political shall not
(a) Abuse a position of power, privilege or
influence for a political purpose, by
offering a reward, threatening a
penalty, or any other unlawful act so
as to attain its political interests by

using its position of power,
opportunity or ability to influence
others.

(b) Use Federal, Regional, Municipal or
other public resources for campaign
purposes in any manner other than
those allowed by election laws.

2. In this section, fa position of power,
opportunity orabi I i ty to i nf
parental, family, governmental, police,

military traditional or customary authority.

15. Corrupt practices

A political party shall not

1. Coerce or offer monetary or other kinds of
inducement to persons to vote for or against
a particular party or candidate, or to abstain
from voting;

2. Coerce or offer monetary or any other kind of
inducement to persons to stand or not to
stand as candidates, or to withdraw or not to

withdraw their candidacies; or
3. Procure the support, or assistance of any

official or civil servant to promote or hinder

the election of a candidate.

16. Continued Communications

1. Every political party shall make every effort
to continuously communicate with other
parties.

2. Without prejudice to provisions provided by
election law, a joint council shall be formed
to serve as a forum for discussion of issues of
common concern during an electoral
campaign or any other time.
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(@) To freely express political views and
opinions.

(b) To challenge and debate the political
views and opinions of others.

(c) To publish and distribute his own
election and campaign materials.

(d) To lawfully display banners, bill boards
and posters.

(e) To canvass financial, material and other
support for a party or candidate, in
accordance with the law.

(f) To recruit members for a party.
(9) To hold public meeting.
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(h) To attend public meeting.

5. Political parties and candidates shall publicly
declare their commitment to abide by the
proclamation and the codes of conduct
therein.

6. Every political party and candidate shall
publicly condemn any action that may harm
or undermine the conduct of free and fair
elections.

18. Responsibilities of the Board and other Election (

1. The Board shall ensure that all governmental
and other relevant institutions which have a
direct or indirect role in the election process
have the knowledge and understanding of the
Proclamation.

2. The Board shall disseminate the Proclamation
to all concerned bodies.

3. Election officials at all levels shall provide
training on the Proclamation to raise
awareness of all concerned.

19. Role of other bodies

1. The media shall give public education
regarding this Proclamation.

2. Other bodies authorized by the Board in
accordance with the election law will give
education regarding the Proclamation.

SECTION 4
ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBILITIES AND

RULES OF PROCEDURE, OF THE JOINT
COUNCIL

20. The establishment of Joint Council
1. Contesting political parties shall establish a

joint council in accordance with art 16 of this
code to enforce this law, to amicably resolve
election matters in a manner that promotes

democracy, human rights and rule of law.

2. Without prejudice to the forum of political
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21 Organization of the joint council
1. National joint council shall be organized as
follows;
(a) National Joint Council shall be composed
of political parties
registered to run for election at national
level.

(b) The number of representatives of each party
shall be determined by directives to be
issued by the Joint Council.

2. Regional Joint Council shall be organized as
follows;

(a) This council shall be composed of parties
registered to run for election at Regional
level.

(b) The number of representatives of each
party shall be determined by directives to
be issued by the Joint Council.

3. Zonal Joint Council shall be established as
follows;
(a) This council shall be composed of parties

registered to run for election at the zone.
(b) The number of representatives shall be
determined by the

4. The composition at the constituency level shall
constitute of the political parties running for
election at that level. Independent candidates
shall have an observer status and as resource
person in their own case.

5. Joint Councils at each level shall have their
own organizational authority.

6. Upon the publication of this proclamation in
the Negarit Gazetta, council provided for
under this article shall be established by those
political parites which agreed and signed for
the enactment of this legislation

7. Political parties which did not participate
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during the process of developing the Code of
Conduct for various reasons may become
members of the council after signing the
document of agreement prepared by the Joint
Council.

8. The rules of procedure and conduct of meeting
of Joint Councils shall be determined by the
statutes to be issued by each council.

9. The budget and office of joint councils at all
levels shall be facilitated by local councils.

22. Obijective of the Joint Council:
The Joint Councils shall have the objective to
1. Serve as a common forum to enable political

parties discharge their constitutional duties
guided by the Proclamation to ensure that
elections are free, fair, transparent,
democratic, credible and peaceful.

2. To serve as a forum for dialogue, consultation
and control on matters that may arise in
relation to the process or results of elections
and generally all matters that may arise in
inter party relationships and amicably resolve
problems in accordance with election law and
this Proclamation.

23. Duties and responsibilities of the Joint Council
1. It shall deliberate on the promotion of
democracy, human rights, freedom of
thought and rule of law. It shall publicize and
implement its decisions. It shall control and
ensure the implementation thereof by the

member organizations.

2. It shall ensure that parties dischare their
duties to make the election free transparent,
credible, fair and peaceful.

3. It shall serve as a forum for discussion and
resolution of problems on issues or
disagreements about the election process.

4. It shall ensure that political parties provide
education for their members and supporters
about this proclamation.
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5. It shall ensure and follow wup the

implementation of this law by all parties.

6. It shall investigate complaints about the
violation of this Proclamation directly by
itself or through a committee composed of
relevant parties.

7. Based on the outcome of the investigation of
the complaint, it shal decide on appropriate
measures for its resolution it shall also ensure
that its decision is implemted by the joint
effort of political parties. It shall take
appropriate  measures to implement the
results arrived through investigation. It shall
submit its decisions on matters relating to
this Proclamation and other election issue to
the Board and to the Government. It may
publicize this through the mass media where
it is deemed necessary.

8. Parties shall have a permanent session to
deliberate and give recommendations on
election, democratic rights, human rights, and
rule of law issues.

9. It may prepare rules and directives on election
issues and submit its draft to the Board.

SECTION FIVE
Complaint Handling and disputes resolution

24 Lodging of complaints

1. Without prejudice to the right to lodge
complaints to election official, any one who
believes that this Proclamation is violated
may submit complaints supported by
evidence to the joint council

2. Without prejudice to the power given to the
board, the Joint Council may directly
investigate or establish an inquiry committee
when it receives complaints of violation of
this proclamation.

3. Parties, candidates or concerned government
organs, shall have the duty to cooperate when
the Joint Council itself or aniquiry committee
appointed by it undertakes an investigation
on complaints of violation of this
Proclamation.
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25 Organization of enquiry committee
1. An enquiry committee shall be established by
the joint council at all levels to investigate
and report on complaints about violation of
the code of conduct.

2. The enquiry committee shall consist of the
political party that has lodged the complaints,
the party against whom the complaint is
lodged and a third party assigned by the
agreement of both parties.

3. The enquiry committee shall be accountable to
the joint council which established it.

26 Dispute resolution mechanism
1. When there is a complaint of violation of this
proclamation the complaining parity shall try
to amicably resolve the issue through
dialogue with the party against whom the
complaint is directed.

2. If the dispute is not resolved, the issue shall
be reported to the joint council.

3. The joint council shall resolve the problem
based on the report or the complaint
submitted to it, or based on an investigation
directly conducted by itself or by an inquiry
committee.

4. The committee established under sub 3 shall
conduct its investigation independently. The
committee shall decide by a majority vote.
The minority opinion shall be attached to the
decision and communicated to the joint
council.

5. The Committee shall submit its finding only
to the joint committee to which it is
accountable. The joint committee shall
decide on how to disclose the finding to the
public.

6. The joint council shall provide appropriate
solution to the dispute based on reports
submitted to it. It shall publicize the outcome
where it is deemed necessary.

7. The joint council shall prepare and publish
timetable for submission and resolution of
complains.
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consensus or unanimously.

SECTION 6

VIOLATION OF PROCLAMATION AND

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN SUB SECTION ONE

VIOLATION OF PROCLAMATION

JUSECTION ONE

VIOLATION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT

27. Corrupt practices, abuse of power or coercion

Any political

party, independent candidate,

coalition of parties, front, movement, alliance,
political party leader, official, candidate, member,
agent and representative shall be deemed to have
violated this proclamation if:

he or it offers or accepts monetary or any
kind of inducement or bribe.

he or it interferes or disturbs the voting
process or counting of votes.

he or it coerces or offers monetary or any
kind of inducement to persons to vote for or
against a particular party or candidate, or to
abstain from voting.

he or it controls polling stations by force or

tries to get votes illegally.
he or it abuse its power by offering a reward,

threatening a penalty or by any other means.

he or it coerces or offers monetary or any
kind of inducement to a person to become a
candidate or not to become a candidate, to
withdraw or not to withdraw from election.

a public servant uses official time,
responsibilities and resources to promote

candidates or discourage other candidates
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28.

8.

from promoting themselves through legal
means.

he/it uses public property for the promotion
of election.

Intimidation, violence or any obstruction in the

election process.
Any political party, independent candidate,

coalition of political parties, front, alliance,

movement and party leader, official, candidate,

member, agent or representative of a party shall

be deemed to have violated this proclamation if;

©

10.

11.

he/it interferes in the process through
pressure and undue influence.

he/it intimidates or threatens other political
parties from disseminating their policies
freely.

he/it in any way prevents or hampers the
activities of political parties or voters.

he/it disturbs or obstructs the conduct of
public rally, meeting, education or training.

he/it disturbs or prevents the process of
voting.

he/it prevents or disturbs the campaign of
other political parties or candidates.

he/it obstructs the conduct of rallies,
meetings, marches or demonstrations or
prevents others from participating in such
activities;

he/it interferes in the rights of voters.

he/it fails to cooperate in attempts to ensure
the security of election officials and
candidates during the election process.

he/it in any manner prevents the voters from
registering or voting.

he/it violates the secrecy of the voting process
or fails to ensure its observance.
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12. he/it abuses its right by lodging false and
exaggerated complaints under the pretext of
violation of this proclamation.

29. Disseminating information that destabilize
peace and security during the election process
Any political party independent candidate,
coalition of parties, front, alliance, movement,
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent
or representative of a party shall be deemed to
have violated this proclamation if;

1. helit makes a speech which destabilizes the
peace of the election campaign, incites
violence, defames others, invites clashes or
creates uncertainty;

2. helit distributes, officially or anonymously,
pamphlets, news letters or posters
containing language or material that
threatens other a or incites violence.

3. helit induces fear and frustration on the
public during campaign.

4. hefit disseminates false
regarding the secrecy of voting.

information

30. Disrupting election campaign of other parties
and candidates

Any political party, independent candidate,
coalition of parties, front, alliance, movement,
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party shall be deemed to have
violated this proclamation if;

1. he or it hinders in any manner a political party
from recruiting members, or opening offices
or overtly or covertly disrupts the free
operation of the offices that have already
been opened or in any manner obstructs the
election activity of a party or candidate;

2. He or it prevents from being distributed,
obscures from view, hinders the posting of
defiles or destroys the organs, electoral
notices, posters and flyers of other parties.

3. he or it imitates the
another party.

logo or symbols of

4. steals, disfigures or destroys political or
campaign materials of another party.
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31. Failure to cooperate with journalists and
election observers

Any political party, independent candidate,
coalition of parties, front, alliance, movement,
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party shall be deemed to have
violated the code of conduct:-

1. helit interferes with freedom of the media.

2. helit harasses or obstructs journalists during
election.

3. helit disrespects or fails to cooperate with

accredited election observers.

32. Failure to promote the code of conduct and
failure to condemn illegal acts

Any political party, independent candidate,
coalition of parties, front, alliance, movement,
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party shall be deemed to have
violated the code of conduct;

1. he/it fails to condemn in public, any violence
or acts which invite violence or acts which
destabilize peace and security of the public.

2. hel/it fails to introduce and educate about this
proclamation to its candidates, members,
supporters and the public at large;

3. he/it fails to take decisive measure to restrain
its leaders, officials, candidates and members
from infringing this proclamation; fails to
condemn or take measures when supports get
involved in activities that are prohibited.

4. helit fails to issue directive to restrain leaders,
candidates, supporters, and members from
intimidating others at any time.

SUBSECTION TWO
MEASURES TO BE TAKEN BY DIFFERENT
ORGANS

33. Measures to be taken by the Joint Council

A joint council may take the following measures:

1. Order a party that contravenes this
proclamation to rectify its mistakes.
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Publicize the name of the party that has
violated the proclamation and its acts to the
public, It shall make its decisions public
through the press, radio, television or any
other means of communication.

A party dissatisfied by the measures under sub
article 1 and 2 may take its grievance to the
appropriate bodies in accordance with the
election law and this proclamation.

The measures of the Joint Council shall not
prevent the victim from initiating a civil or
criminal action.

34. Measures to be taken by the Board

Without prejudice the provision of Art 33(1) &
(2) of the proclamation and other measures
enshrined in other laws, the election board may
take the following measures if it is satisfied that
there is a violation under this section:

Give public warning to the political party or
person who committed the act.

Partially or fully suspend the candidate or
party from using the media for a short period
of time.

Prohibit the party from availing itself the
benefit of financial support provided by the
government.

Cancel a candidate from his candidacy
depending on the gravity of the act.

Suspend the political party from running for
election.

35. Measures to be taken by Courts

1.

2.

The court may take the following measures in
addition to the penalties or prohibitions
listed under Art 34.

Without prejudice to other penalties provided
by law, exercising or participating in any

political activity during voting day other
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than voting, printing, duplicating election
results or committing offences under Art 27,
28 and/or the following offence shall be
punishable with fine or up to 3 years of

imprisonment.

ol

, interfering with the impartiality of
election officials preventing some one
from accomplishing his duty by
offering bribe or promise

b. disseminates false information that stirs
hatred or fear or unduly influence the
process or result with intent to disrupt
or prevent the election process from
running or with intent to unduly
influence the process or outcome of
election.

violates the secrecy of voting.

violates prohibitions relating to election
materials and voting.

0

e. disrupts the activity of the Board and
election officials
3. any person who violates prohibitions

concerning activities of political parties,
announcement of election results, voters of
parties right; or makes a speech knowing
that it is false or without having reasonable
grounds about the truth is punishable with

fine or imprisonment not more than 1 year

4. Any person who
a. intentionally disrupts or prevents the
board, election official, employee of the
board while exercising its
responsibilities and duties;

b. intentionally disrupts any board meeting
or under any circumstance commits
other improper act in such places;

c. intentionally commits any act in the
working place of the board so as to
unduly influence the decision or order of
any matter that is pending before it.

d. Committee offences listed under art 30
and art 31; shall be punishable with fine
or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year.
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SECTION TEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

36 Duty to cooperate
Every person shall have the duty to cooperate in

the implementation of this proclamation.

37 Power to enact requlations and directives
The Board may issue regulations or directives to
ensure the implementation of this proclamation.

38 Inapplicable L aws
Any law, or practice, shall not apply to matters

covered under this proclamation.

39 Effective Date
This proclamation shall enter into force on the

date of its approval
Representatives.

Done at Addis Ababa, this day-ef--,2009

GIRMA WOLDEGIORIGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
ETHIOP 1A




